
KS1 Reading and Writing 
Parent/ Carer Workshop



Reading

•What is phonics and how can I support with learning 
new sounds? 

•How is reading taught at school? 

•What do the colour bands mean?

•How can I support with reading at home? 

•What should my child be able to do by the end of 
Year 1/2? 



Why is it important to read 
at home? 

• Hearing your child read every day 
helps them with their decoding and 
fluency skills. 

• Reading stories to your children  
helps develop their love of reading 
and increases their vocabulary 
significantly.



Reading Online 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading
/free-ebooks/

https://www.getepic.com/sign-in

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/
https://www.getepic.com/sign-in






Phonics



Reading 
KS1 RWI eBooks: As part of your child’s homework, teachers will select the specific RWI 
eBook online on the Oxford Owl website that your child has been reading in school for you to support 
them reading at home across the week. It is important that they read these eBooks again and again 
at home to improve their fluency and expression. Login and view the eBooks in the ‘Homework’ 
section. There will also be a quiz to complete to further consolidate their learning. Teachers can see 
when these books and quizzes have been accessed online. Parents should record what the children 
have read in their reading record. 

In KS1, an additional home reader will be sent home weekly to support the love of reading and to give 
opportunities to read a wider range of texts. Please read these several times over the week; the 
repetition will help to build their fluency and confidence as they move from sounding out the words, 
to sight reading fluently with expression. Children will also receive a common exception and high 
frequency word book mark every half term and a library book to promote reading for pleasure. Click 
here for more information about how to access Oxford Owl. 



“mmmmmmm”

“Down the mountain 
and over the 
mountain.”





aw

yawn at dawn

aw





or, oor, aw, ore

Reading



Pure Sounds

Stretchy Sounds:

s      f      sh r      l       n      v 

Remember, don’t add the extra ‘uh’ sound!



Pure Sounds

Bouncy Sounds:

t     h     p    c    ck

Remember, don’t add the extra ‘uh’ sound!



Pure Sounds 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUbrJPAt65g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUbrJPAt65g


There will be a
phonic

screening
check in June. 



goat on a boathttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYQ4V6hpN48

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYQ4V6hpN48


boat



stoap



Resources Available 
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/primary-books/reception/english/erowb11-english-targeted-practice-book

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/primary-books/reception/english/erowb11-english-targeted-practice-book


Colour Reading 
Bands at 

King Athelstan 















Pink and Red Books
Some words can be sounded out.                    Some words the picture will prompt.

S a m



Yellow and Blue books

ow

ur
oa



Other books that link to one particular sound: 



Home Learning



Year 2 start learning a spelling rule once they have finished RWI.  

Year 2 



Assessment example of 
SATS/ CGP extra 

books they can buy  



Writing 
•How can I support with handwriting at home? 

•What are fine motor skills and how can I support 
with developing my child’s pencil grip? 

•What should my child be able to do by the end of 
Year 1/2? 

•How is writing taught at school? 

•How can reading support my child’s 

writing?  



•Fine motor skills involve the use of the smaller 
muscle of the hands, commonly in activities like 
using pencils, scissors, construction with lego or 
duplo, doing up buttons and opening lunch boxes.

•Efficient fine motor skills require a number of 
independent skills to work together to 
appropriately handle the object or perform the 
task.

What Are Fine Motor Skills?



Fine Motor Skills



Pencil Grip

How a child holds a pencil 
is also dependent on their 
age and the stage of 
their development.

We use language like: 
“Use your birdy fingers.”



Letter Families 









Learn a story through drama and immersion.

Plan a new story based on the structure of the original story.

Write the new version of the story. 

3 Phase Approach
to Writing

The Story

Our Story

My Story







Year 1 Writing Targets 

• Say the sentence out loud before you write
• Sound out words before attempting to spell
•Use capital letters and full stops most of the time 
• Form most letters correctly (using letter families) 
and begin to use cursive handwriting, keeping letters 
on the line

• Leave a space between each word (finger spaces)
• Spell some high frequency (red) words correctly e.g. 
said, come, was, of



Marking example 



Year 1 ExpectationsExpected Standard
(Secure)

Greater Depth
(Secure +)



Year 2 Writing Targets 

• Say the sentence out loud before you write
• Sound out unfamiliar words before attempting to spell 

using a complex sound mat 
• Use capital letters and full stops consistently 
• Form all letters correctly (using letter families) and 

begin to join up handwriting  
• Keep letters on the line 
• Use conjunctions to connect sentences e.g. because, so, 

to, but
• Spell most high frequency (red) words correctly e.g.

people, could, friend
• Use adjectives to extend and embellish sentences
• Write for a range of purposes



Year 2 
Expected 
Standard. 



Year 2 
Greater 
Depth


