
KS2 Parent Workshop
Reading and Writing 



Reading

• How can I support with reading at home? 

• What do the colour bands mean? 

• What should my child be able to do at the end of each Year? 

• What is the Reading Bucket List? 

• How is reading taught at school? 



Why is it important to read at home? 

• Hearing your child read every day 

helps them with their decoding skills. 

• Reading stories to your children can 

help develop their love of reading 

and increases their vocabulary 

significantly.



Bucket List and Book Corners



Range of texts and genres



Audio Books/ Hearing Stories Aloud 



What do the colour bands mean? 

Pink
Red
Yellow
are books 
for 
reception 
children

Blue
Green
Orange
are books 
for Year 1 
children



What do the colour bands mean? 

turquoise
purple
gold
are books for 
Year 2 
children

white
lime
copper
are books 
for Year 3 
children



What do the colour bands mean? 

Topaz
Ruby
Emerald
are books for 
Year 4 
children

Sapphire
Diamond
Pearl
are books 
for Year 5 
children



Reading Records



Whole Class Reading  



Writing

• How can I support with basic writing skills at home?  

• What should my child be able to do by the end of each Year? 

• How is writing taught at school?

• How can reading support my child’s writing?  



Handwriting



Spelling, Punctuation And Grammar (SPAG)



How to Login to j2e



Marking
Policy : 
focuses
on SPAG and 
getting the 
children to 
correct their 
own mistakes



Examples of Genres and Topics

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Stone Age Revolting People of 
Planet Earth 

The Great Invaders The Unexplained

• Instructions about 
how to wash a 
woolly mammoth 

• Letters to 
characters from 
stone age stories

• Missing posters for 
stone age 
characters 

• Instructions about 
how to make gruel 
and bread

• Letters to the 
Hunchback of 
Notre-Dame 

• Writing missing 
posters and letters
for Oliver Twist 

• Letters and posters 
for Beowulf 

• Instructions about 
how to train a 
dragon (Vikings) 

• Writing their own 
versions of the Day 
of the Triffids

• Debates about the 
Lock Ness 
Monster’s existence 

• News paper reports 
of an alien sighting!

• Instructions about
how to trap a 
mermaid





5 Step Approach 
•Hook and examine the genre 

•Look at a rich model text

•Focus on key vocabulary and planning

•Shared write (teacher and class)

•Independent write 



Vocabulary
Focus:

Roof:
Parapet
Canopy
Slate
Shelter
Crown
Chimney

Sky:
Heavens
Lid
Cap
Firmament

Church:
Turrets
Spire
Steeple
Lords house
Abbey
Monastery 
Cathedral 

Snow:
Sleet
Dust
Icing sugar
Frost
Blanket
Frozen rain

Alley:
Snicket
Passage
Gully
Back street
aisle



Key features and success 
criteria:



Examples of KS2 writing 

Year 4






