
Dear Wiley and Mehretu, 

I miss you all so much! It’s very strange in school without you. When I walk round it’s 

soooo quiet and nearly every classroom is empty! Surprisingly, I have been incredibly 

busy during the lockdown. Some days I am in school working and other days I am 

working at home. Right now, I am working at my dining room table where I can spread 

my work out. I usually have the patio doors open so the room is filled with fresh air. I 

have had lots of meetings online, which is really weird at first, but you get used to it very 

quickly. I have had to learn lots of new computing skills! In the evenings and during the

Weekends, I have been tackling my VERY long list of DIY jobs! So far I have: painted my garden 

bench and bird table; done some decorating; cleaned out the pond filter (Yuck! It’s full of 

bugs and sludge!) and done some gardening. I have also been reading a lot. Every 

Thursday night I join in the clapping for the NHS workers, along with all my neighbours. 

I have also spent time talking to my family and friends on the phone or on video chats. 

My very favourite thing in the lockdown has been to carry on singing with the choir that I am

in. We rehearse online every Monday night. Our choir leader, Jim, makes us work really hard 

and challenges us with very tricky new things. I am in the learning pit A  LOT! We have to 

practise, record ourselves singing our part (I don’t like doing that!) and email a recording to 

Jim. He puts all our voices together on his computer so that it sounds like we are all singing 

together, not on our own at home! My elderly cat is very confused about why I am at home 

more but she makes the most of it and goes to sleep on my lap while I am working. 

I hope you are enjoying your home learning and spending time with your families. I can’t 

wait to see you all again. Take care of yourselves.    Miss Newton   xx



Dear Mehretu,
I hope you had a great week investigating our new 
topic and the continent of South America. It is such 
an amazing place with rich history and vibrant 
culture, I know you will love this new topic. I hope you 
have all been staying safe and secure with your 
families and that you are finding fun and creative 
ideas to keep busy at this difficult time. I’m sure all of 
you are impatient to come back to school, as much as I 
am, however it won’t be much longer and it will be 
worth it when we do! I have been using YouTube to 
learn about how to fix and restore bicycles so that I can 
make this one nice for my other half. 

One of the things I learned is that you can use Coca-
Cola to clean rust off metal! I’m never drinking it 
again! I wonder if you guys have been getting out 
and about on your bicycles/scooters or even for a walk 
in the park? 
I’ve been reading about Norse mythology this week, 
which are ancient stories from countries like 
Denmark, Sweden and Norway. You will learn about 
these in Year 5 and they are really interesting! I hope 
you are reading lots of interesting things to come 
back and tell me about! 
I miss you all so much and can’t wait until we all get 
back together soon! Remember to stay safe, wash your 
hands and listen to your parents and carers! 
See you soon,
Mr B



Dear Wiley,
I hope you have all had a great week. It feels like a long time 
ago we were last together! Thank you so much for the emails 
and work which is going up on the website; it all looks 
amazing and I LOVE seeing what you are all getting up to. 



Our new science topic is a great excuse to read and learn all 
about fascinating animals across the world. Have a look at 
‘CBBC Animals’ online. You could also use  google street 
view to explore different parts of South America.

Keep busy and look after each other! Perhaps you could go 
on a walk and list all the living things you encounter? I am 
incredibly lucky to have a family of ducklings who visit 
our shared garden! 
Missing you all lots.
Mr Channing 



Read the rest 
of chapter 1. 
Then answer 
the questions 
on the next 
few slides. 

Chapter 1





1. Write down the words that you don’t
know and use a dictionary or google to 
find out what they mean.

2. Read the first line starting ‘She took a 
sip of tea…’ Write down two feelings that 
Michael’s mum might be feeling at this 
time. (2 Marks)

3. Why did Gran warn them about the 
dangers of the idea? (1 Mark)

4. Why did the family not call the Sailing 
Teacher ‘Barnacle Bill’ to his face? 

5. (1 Mark)

6. Give two reasons why Michael might 
dislike Barnacle Bill. (2 Marks)

7. What does living ‘cheek by jowl’ mean? 
(1 Mark)

8. Read the paragraph that starts ‘We 
lived close…’. What impression do you 
get of Michael’s mum from this 
paragraph?

Remember to look at the 
marks for how many 
answers there are to the 
question!



https://www.allyoucanbooks.com/

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
Find and listen to ‘Great Children’s Poems’

(You may need to open in Google Chrome.)

https://soundcloud.com/harpercollinspublishers/kensukes-kingdom-
written-by

https://www.allyoucanbooks.com/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://soundcloud.com/harpercollinspublishers/kensukes-kingdom-written-by


Use Topmarks to explore Fractions and decimals.
These games are great for visual representations of fractions and decimals.

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/fractions-and-decimals

White Rose Maths

Keep going with your 
times tables! We will 
check who has taken 

on or even beaten our 
challenges! 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/fractions-and-decimals


As our new topic explores the Amazon 
Jungle. We are going to write a story set in 
the Jungle! This story has to be suspenseful 
and exciting.
Use these pictures and your imagination to 
plan what to write and then write it!

Once you have written 
your story, remember to 
re-read it and check for 

any mistakes!
Have you used the best 
handwriting possible?

How could you improve 
the impact on the 

reader?

Don’t forget: 
• Check for 

punctuation
• Use precise nouns
• Use appropriate 

adjectives, verbs 
and conjunctions.

• Use your best 
handwriting

Use this as a plan template:
1. Introduction
2. Setting Description
3. Build up Suspense
4.Escape/Chase



3 Civilisations

https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/mayans/
https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/aztecs/
https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/incas/ The history of South America is rich 

and varied. Use the links to find out 
more about 3 different, but similar, 
civilisations that thrived in the 
continent:

Can you answer these questions?

1. What were the dates that the 3 
civilisations existed between

2. What was different about these 
civilisations?
3. What was similar?
4. Write 3 facts you did not know 
about any of these people.
5. Can you find anything about the 
Maya still around today?

This place is a 
very special and 
famous place for 
the Inca people, 
called Machu 
Picchu.

Can you find out 
more about it?

https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/mayans/
https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/aztecs/
https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/incas/


Our Summer 1 topic for Science is ‘Living 
Things.’ To begin with, we need to think, ‘What 

makes something living?’

Before you do any research at all try to 
create a checklist of five things a living thing 
has to do. For example, a living thing HAS to 

move… 
Once you have created your list – then see if 
anything could break this rule. For example, 

Jelly moves… is jelly alive?! 

What unique living things can 
you research? Could a sponge 

ever be living..?!

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/what-is-living-thing/

Once you have made your own checklist – it’s 
time to find out the official list! 

Use DK find out to discover what all living 
things need to do.

This can be remembered with the mnemonic: 
MRS GREN.

Could you create a poster which shows a living 
thing doing all of these? 

(You will enjoy showing the ‘e’ part..!)

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/what-is-living-thing/


Based on our South American theme, we 
are going to explore Aztec patterns. The 
Aztec’s created geometric, repeating 
patterns. Could you make your own at 
home? You could use any materials 
possible. 



Fantasia

Watch the following video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DX2yVucz24&t=256s

This is a scene from the Disney classic ‘Fantasia’ and does not include any dialogue, only music 
and images. After you have watched the video, try out some of these activities. You can do as 
many as you like:

● Write a description of the character who Mickey Mouse represents (The Apprentice).

● Write a poem based on the story using exciting vocabulary to show how the characters 

move and interact with each other.

● Write the story.

● Create a comic strip based on: 'The Sorcerers Apprentice'.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DX2yVucz24&t=256s


The Barely believable! 
Illusions in Art – 3d hand. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=naMb5b4_QaY

With permission from an adult, watch the video link to see how to make a picture of your 
hand in 3d.

This might take quite a bit of time and concentration so you may want to do a bit at a time. 
It looks great if you choose to add colour to it!

Ideally, you need a pencil and a ruler; if you do not have a ruler, 
find something else with a straight edge…( a place mat, a small 
chopping board etc. ) 

You can use this same idea with other drawings. Look at some of 
these cool ideas! 

Make sure all the background lines are straight and all the lines on the 
hand are curved!

PLEASE KEEP ALL YOUR ART WORK SAFE! I would love you to bring it in and show me when we are all back at School! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMmqqB0o7VAhXKQBQKHaWBBscQjRwIBw&url=http://www.handimania.com/diy/3d-handprint.html&psig=AFQjCNHD4tCqvqYeLwAuGCNoIeRYpZL5PQ&ust=1500323296589490
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCtoia0o7VAhVDuBQKHapiBwAQjRwIBw&url=http://danamercer.deviantart.com/art/Rainbow-Hand-3D-drawing-on-paper-326446035&psig=AFQjCNHD4tCqvqYeLwAuGCNoIeRYpZL5PQ&ust=1500323296589490
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=naMb5b4_QaY


Cross the River 

• Agree a start point in the room/outside 
area.  This will be one side of the river.

• Agree a finish point in the room/outside 
area. This will be the opposite side of the 
river that you need to get to.

• Use two objects (e.g. cushions, paper, card).  
Can you cross the river without touching the 
floor? 

• Your mission is to cross the river without 
touching the floor!  Good luck!

Question:

What is the best way to cross the river?

Challenge:

Can you do this with a sibling or parent/carer?

Circuit Class

You will have five different activities.  This can be 
completed in a room or outside space.

Activity 1 – Perform 10 star jumps.

Activity 2 – Skip or jump on the spot for 10 seconds.

Activity 3 – Perform 10 burpees.

Activity 4 – Jog on the spot for 10 seconds.

Activity 5 – Plank for 10 seconds.

You will be familiar with these activities from our  PE 
lessons.

Question:

Were you able to work hard and increase your 
heartrate?

Challenge:

How many times can you repeat the circuit?

Can you hold the plank for 20 seconds?

Hi guys, I 
hope my 
slides are 
helping you 
stay active! 
Hopefully 
see you all 

soon! 
Mr 

McLaughlin



Days of the week

The ancient Greeks and Romans named the days of the week 
after the planets they could see in the night sky.  See 
whether you can match the French days to these 5 planets, 
then listen to the songs to practise the days.

• Monday - lundi

• Tuesday - mardi

• Wednesday - mercredi

• Thursday - jeudi

• Friday - vendredi

• Saturday - samedi

• Sunday - dimanche

La lune 
(the moon)

Mercury, 
messenger of 

the Gods

Jupiter, God 
of Thunder

Venus, 
Goddess of 

Love

Mars, God 
of War

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVHzu60QVKI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-G1kkJR65Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVHzu60QVKI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-G1kkJR65Q


Hello Fabulous Year 4!
Try to be kind

Try to be helpful
Try to be patient
If you try try try, 

then you can can can.  


Have a ‘roaring’ family fun time  
making these dinosaur biscuits.

Ingredients
For the biscuits

325g (11oz) plain flour, sifted, plus extra for 
dusting
200g cold salted butter, cut into cubes
125g caster sugar
2 teaspoons of vanilla essence
2 large egg yolks
1-2 tbsp whole milk
few plastic toy dinosaurs with different-sized feet
red, yellow, green flavoured writing icing pens or 
jam or melted chocolate
1 egg, beaten 

Method
WASH your hands AND your dinosaurs in warm soapy water & 
dry well.
1.In a bowl, rub together the flour & butter with your fingertips 
until it resembles fine breadcrumbs. 
2.Add and gently mix the sugar, vanilla and egg yolks, trying not 
to overwork the dough, until the mixture comes together in a 
smooth dough.
3.Tip out onto a lightly floured surface and roll into a cylinder. 
Wrap tightly with cling film and chill for 1 hour.
4.Preheat the oven to gas 6, 200°C, fan 180°C. 
5. Ask a parent/carer to use a sharp knife to cut the dough into 
1/2 cm discs and arrange on 2 lined baking sheets.
6. Dip the dinosaur feet into plain flour, then press into the top 
of each biscuit to make several foot prints on each one. 
7.Brush with the beaten egg and bake in the preheated oven for 
15-18 minutes, or until just golden.
8. Ask your parent/carer to remove from the oven and transfer 
to a wire rack to cool. While the biscuits are still warm, press the 
dinosaur feet into the indents to make them more distinct and 
leave to cool.
9.Fill in the imprints with different-coloured writing icing and put 
aside until set. If you don’t have icing pens you can use slightly 
warmed jam or melted chocolate.
10. Look up some dinosaur facts – create a quiz for your family 
and if they get an answer correct, reward them with a biscuit!
Diplodocusly Delicious!


