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King Athelstan Weekly Digest  

Issue 8 – Friday 24th October 2025 

This week our focus in school was on being a Good Citizen (see below). After 

half-term, our emphasis will be on Perseverance, which is the first of our five 

PRIDE values.  

Dear Families,  

 

Thank you for all your support over the first half of the autumn term. It has been great to see improvements across 

the school in children’s uniform and footwear in particular. There are still a few children not wearing plain black 

trainers. Please do use half-term to address this. ALL footwear must be plain black. Thank you. 

 

In the first week after half-term we have our open evening event for prospective families of Nursery and Reception 

starting in September 2026. Please share the information below with anyone you know who is looking for a school for 

their 3, 4 or 5 year old.  

 

Due to the current low birth rate, there are significantly fewer children in Kingston and, as a consequence, there 

are spaces in lots of schools. Our Reception and Year 1 numbers are low and the impact of this, as well as families 

with older children moving out of the borough for financial/housing/work reasons, will mean huge losses in our school 

budget for 2026 onwards. Many people do not realise that schools are funded per pupil and, regardless of how many 

children are in the class, the costs of the class are the same. School is rapidly using reserves to balance the budget. 

The remaining reserves will not be enough to sustain things as they are for 2026-27. Every child that joins our school 

will make a difference. Please spread the word.  

 

Don’t forget there is a Halloween Disco for KS2 children (Years 3-6) on Friday 7th November. Entry is by ticket only, 

and you can still purchase a ticket from Ticketsource. 

 

Wishing everyone a happy and restful half-term, and we will see you all again on Monday 3rd November. 

 

Emily Newton 

Headteacher  
 

Early Years Open Event for Nursery & Reception September 2026 

Remember, we are hosting an Open Event on Thursday 6th November from 4.30pm to 5.30pm for families 

looking for a Nursery place in January or September 2026, or a Reception place in 

September 2026. We are also running some short school tours, 

which last an hour: 

• Wednesday 12th November at 4.00pm 

• Wednesday 19th November at 4.00pm 

• Wednesday 10th December at 9.15am 

• Thursday 8th January at 4.00pm 

If you would like to book to attend any of the above events, please 

do so here. Please let any other families who may be interested know 

about these dates, too. Thank you.   

Early Years Pumpkin Patch 

With Halloween just around the corner, Nursery set up their own 

Pumpkin Patch for the children to explore these amazing vegetables 

(gourds). Thank you to families who donated a pumpkin for this 

purpose! The children really enjoyed playing ‘shop’ with them.  

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/king-athelstan-primary-school-pcsa
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekBlkfCSosZLd4WRCzkLlqnDCQEYhzL214aEsPUZyHM7mRfQ/viewform
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Good Citizen Awards 

At the end of each half-term, one child from each class is chosen to receive our 

Good Citizen Award. This special recognition is given to pupils who consistently 

make the right choices — not for rewards or recognition, but simply because it’s 

the right thing to do. Our Good Citizens show kindness, honesty and responsibility 

in everything they do, whether in the classroom, on the playground, or around 

school. They lead by example, showing others what it truly means to be part of 

our caring school community. 

Each Good Citizen receives a 

badge and certificate to 

celebrate their positive 

attitude and commitment to 

doing the right thing, even 

when no one is watching. We 

are so proud of our latest 

recipients — well done to all our 

Good Citizens! 
 

 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 

We will be marking the start of Anti-Bullying Week by wearing odd socks on 

Monday 10th November! The Anti-Bullying Alliance started 

Odd Socks Day in 2017 to show that it’s OK to be yourself, 

and is supported by cBeebies, too. Children are welcome to wear their wackiest 

combination of odd socks. Jade Gulliford, PSHE Lead, will be leading assemblies and 

activities during Anti-Bullying Week.  

Achievement Assembly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Times Tables Rock Stars/NumBots Maths Champions this week: 
 

 

 

Autumn 1 2025 Name 

O'Keeffe Alice 

Van Gogh Lachlan 

Matisse Brenden 

Hockney Penelope 

Cassatt Aaron 

Da Vinci Florence 

Mehretu Moreglory 

Wiley Elena 

Dali Oliver 

Warhol Eden 

Kahlo Ella 

Riley Freya 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3    Year 4    Year 5   Year 6 

William Aicha & Arjun Flo Amina   Alfie  Zophie 

Kairo Ruth & Sharvika Matilda   Stephen   Ruby Adam 

 
Achievement Award  

 

                 Van Gogh Y1 – Rayan                 O’Keeffe Y1 – Jiana 

                 Matisse Y2 – Adam                   Hockney Y2 – Jairish                     

                 Cassatt Y3 – Yanice                  Da Vinci - Sarah 

                 Mehretu Y4 – Alannah              Wiley Y4 – Jensen 

                 Dali Y5 – Molly                          Warhol Y5 – Yeva   

                 Kahlo Y6 – Bethany                   Riley – Hazel 

             KS1 PE Logan in Van Gogh Class Y1         KS2 PE – Summer Rose in Wiley Class Y4        

Miss Disher, History Lead, awarded special certificates to Amina, Ruby, Sophie, Su, Shiloh, 

Abdulrahman, Elena, Sarah and Rowan in KS2, and to Ruth and Youcef in KS1 for their work on            

Black History Month. 

Alex from Kahlo Class played ‘Believer’ on the piano at the start and end of KS2 assembly. 
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House Points 

This week in joint first place are Green (Villiers) and Blue (Hawks), both with 

33 points. Red (Dawson) have 32 points, and Yellow (Cambridge) have 28. 

 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2025 

Mon 27-Fri 31 Half-term  

Friday 31 Deadline for Y6 applications to secondary school  

Friday 31 Deadline for deposit payment for Y6 PGL Trip (June 2026) 

NOVEMBER 2025 
Thursday 6 Outdoor Classroom Day  

Thursday 6 Early Years Open Event 4.30pm-5.30pm. Book here 

Friday 7  Parent/Carer Forum 9am  

Friday 7 PCSA KS2 Halloween Disco. See Ticketsource. 

Friday 7 Closing date for BBC 500 Words Competition 

Monday 10 Odd Socks Day for Anti-Bullying Week – wear odd socks 

Monday 10 Book Looks 3.20-3.50pm 

Tuesday 11  Parent/Carer Consultations in person 3.30-6pm 

Wednesday 12 School Tour for potential EYFS places. 4pm. Book here 

Thursday 13 Y4 Egyptian Workshops – Please go to ParentPay 

Thursday 13 Parent/Carer Consultations online 4-6.30pm  

Friday 14  Children in Need. Wear spotty accessories & make a donation via ParentPay 

Tuesday 18 SEND Parent/Carer Consultations 3.30-5.10 in person  

Wednesday 19  Mehretu Class Assembly 9am 

Wednesday 19 Y2 trip to Bushy Park. Go to ParentPay 

Wednesday 19 School Tour for potential EYFS places. 4pm. Book here 

Thursday 20  SEND Parent/Carer Consultations 3.30-5.10pm in person  

Friday 21 School Council trip to Houses of Parliament – Go to ParentPay 

Tuesday 25 Y5 Viking Day 

Wednesday 26 Warhol Class Assembly 9am 

Thursday 27 Wiley Class Y4 trip to Synagogue 

Saturday 29  Festive Fair 12-4pm 

DECEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 2 Y5 trip to the Science Museum - Go to ParentPay 

Wednesday 3 Riley Class Assembly 9am 

Wednesday 10 Da Vinci Class Assembly 9am 

Wednesday 10 Y5 & Y6 Ice Skating at Hampton Court – details to follow 

Wednesday 10  School Tour for potential EYFS places. 9.15am. Book here 

Friday 12 Kusama Class Christmas Assembly 9.15am 

Friday 12 Nelson Class Christmas Assembly 2.30pm 

Monday 15 Matisse Class Y2 Christmas Assembly 9.15am 

Monday 15 O’Keeffe Class Y1 Christmas Assembly 2.30pm 

Tuesday 16 Y4 trip to see Cinderella at the Rose Theatre -  Go to ParentPay 

Tuesday 16 Thinker’s Project Exhibition 3.20-3.50pm and 5.30-6pm 

Wednesday 17 Van Gogh Class Y1 Christmas Assembly 9.15am 

Wednesday 17 Hockney Class Y2 Christmas Assembly 2.30pm 

Thursday 18 Klee AM Christmas singing & crafts 11-11.30am 

Thursday 18 Klee PM Christmas singing & crafts 12.30-1pm 

Friday 19 Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas lunch and school breaks up one hour earlier 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekBlkfCSosZLd4WRCzkLlqnDCQEYhzL214aEsPUZyHM7mRfQ/viewform
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/king-athelstan-primary-school-pcsa
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekBlkfCSosZLd4WRCzkLlqnDCQEYhzL214aEsPUZyHM7mRfQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekBlkfCSosZLd4WRCzkLlqnDCQEYhzL214aEsPUZyHM7mRfQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekBlkfCSosZLd4WRCzkLlqnDCQEYhzL214aEsPUZyHM7mRfQ/viewform
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=shield&qpvt=shield&FORM=IGRE&adlt=strict%23view%3Ddetail&id=BBB8D8B2224C47DA89BD2B948CD19D8D11277425&selectedIndex=150
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=shield&qpvt=shield&FORM=IGRE&adlt=strict%23view%3Ddetail&id=BBB8D8B2224C47DA89BD2B948CD19D8D11277425&selectedIndex=150
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=shield&qpvt=shield&FORM=IGRE&adlt=strict%23view%3Ddetail&id=BBB8D8B2224C47DA89BD2B948CD19D8D11277425&selectedIndex=150
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Amazon Wish List 

We have an ongoing Amazon Wish List, which we started after families wanted to contribute items to school. The 

list has recently been updated with lots of new items, many of them for our Early 

Years provision. Thank you to those families who have already purchased some of 

the new items! There is no obligation to buy anything, but all purchases are very 

much appreciated. The link is: https://amzn.eu/hcy87Hz . Thank you.  
 

Pupil News 
 

Harley in Wiley Class proudly brought in his medal from the national open championship of Irikumi, 

which is a term used in traditional Karate that refers to a type of continuous sparring or practice 

fighting. It is distinct from point sparring, where the action is stopped after each successful hit. 

It is a way for students to practise fighting in both close-range and distance scenarios, developing 

reflexes, timing, and the ability to stay calm under pressure. Harley came third in the category for 

9-12 years, although he’s still only 8! Well done, Harley! 

 

Parent/Carer Consultations  

Please book an appointment for each of your children: https://kingathelstan.parentseveningsystem.co.uk 

• Bookings are now open and will close at 9am on Tuesday 11th November  

• In-person meetings are on Tuesday 11th November 3:30pm – 6:00pm  

• Online meetings are on Thursday 13th November 4:00pm – 6:30pm  

• All meetings, online and in-person are 10 minutes long. Online time slots end automatically after 10 

minutes from the start time, so please log in on time 

• SEND support plan parent/carer meetings will take place in-person on Tuesday 18th and Thursday 

20th November from 15.30pm – 17.30pm 

• Little Klee (2 year old provision) meetings will take place in-person during the weeks commencing 

10th and 17th November. The 2 year old leads will contact families individually to arrange these. 
 

PCSA 

The PCSA (Parent Carer School Association) can be contacted on: kingathelstanpcsa@gmail.com. Check out the 

PCSA noticeboard at the front of the school as you walk through to drop off or collect 

children. It has a list of all the upcoming events as well as fundraising ideas.  On Friday 7th 

November there is a Key Stage 2 Halloween Disco. Entry is by ticket only. Tickets cost £4.19, 

and can be purchased at Ticketsource.  6-7pm for Years 3&4, and from 7-8pm for Years 5&6. 

KOOSA Kids

KOOSA Kids are pleased to be operating their after-school club or the October Half Term Holiday 

Club here on site at King Athelstan. Visit www.koosakids.co.uk/holiday-club for more information. 

KOOSA will also be running Christmas and February half-term holiday clubs.   

 
 

Community Messages

In this section of the Digest we include information received from other agencies. We are not promoting 

these items, but include them in good faith as they may be of interest to King Athelstan families: 

Achieving for Children (AfC) Fostering – this is the Local Authority Fostering service for Kingston, Richmond, 

Windsor and Maidenhead. We provide loving and local family homes for children who are unable to live with their 

families. Sadly, there is a national shortage of local authority foster carers meaning that we do not have enough 

local homes for the children that need it.  We are therefore trying to increase our community outreach and 

awareness as much as possible within the local area with the hope of finding more 

people that are interested in becoming foster 

carers. There are many transferable skills such 

as patience, empathy, and experience in 

behaviour management which families already 

have. AfC Fostering recognise these skills and 

would love to speak to any person that is 

thinking about fostering.  

https://amzn.eu/hcy87Hz
https://kingathelstan.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
mailto:kingathelstanpcsa@gmail.com
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/king-athelstan-primary-school-pcsa
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.koosakids.co.uk%2fholiday-club&c=E,1,gHvEYElxZzIwtGvDIh93BxOgIWHawDuqup9FRcRa4mNqNEB2KL79nJO5DzFmN7EcHA5pqoNk8jUAoljj38mpMwF8Ax3jVSbW1zJ0C025vp9499w,&typo=1

